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ABOUT THE USCO
Congress created the Copyright Office in 1897 as a separate department of the Library of Congress. The Register of Copyrights serves by 

appointment of, and under the general direction of, the Librarian of Congress. Congress enacted the first federal Copyright Act in 1790 in 

accordance with Article 1, section 8 of the United States Constitution, “to promote the progress of science and the useful arts by securing for 

limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective discoveries.”

U.S. COPYRIGHT OFFICE LEADERSHIP

Robert J. Kasunic
Associate Register of Copyrights and Director of Registration Policy & Practice

Robert J. Kasunic is the Associate Register of Copyrights and Director of Registration Policy and Practice for the 

United States Copyright Office (USCO).  He was appointed to the position in 2012.

In his position, Kasunic heads the Office of Registration Policy and Practice, which administers the U.S. copyright 

registration system and advises the Register on questions of registration policy and related regulations and 

interpretations of copyright law. He is a recognized copyright expert and is one of four legal advisors to the Register.

Kasunic joined the USCO in 2000 as a senior attorney in the Office of General Counsel after having previously 

engaged in private practice. He currently serves an adjunct professor of law at the Georgetown University Law 

Center and American University’s Washington College of Law.


